Candidate FAQs
Frequently Asked Questions – Board Candidate Application Process

Eligibility & Requirements
Who can apply to serve on the Del-Co Water Board?
Any member in good standing who meets eligibility requirements in the Code of Regulations.

Do I need to live in a particular district?
No. Any Del-Co Water member in good standing may apply, and Board members represent the entire service area. However, the Code of Regulations includes geographic balance requirements:

· At least seven (7) Directors must be residents of Delaware County, Ohio.
· At least one (1) Director must be a resident of Morrow County, Ohio.
· No more than two (2) Delaware County Directors may reside in the same township.
· For this purpose, members living inside a municipality are considered residents of the township in which that municipality is or was geographically located.

These rules ensure broad geographic representation across the cooperative.

What does “member in good standing” mean?
A member is an individual who owns the property where service is provided and whose account is active, up to date, and free of any unresolved violations.

Petition & Application Process
Why is a petition required?
Petitions demonstrate initial member support and help ensure candidates have engaged with the community.

What information is required on the Petition?
· 20 distinct signatures
· From Del-Co Water members in good standing
· Each signature must include:
· Printed name
· Signature
· Service address
· Date 

Who May Sign?
Eligible petition signers include:
· Any residential or commercial Del-Co Water member
· Members located anywhere in the Del-Co Water service area
· Members either within or outside the candidate’s township, district, or county
· Members who share their household water account (only one signature per account)


How do I know if someone is a member?
Most members will know if they pay a Del-Co bill. Staff will verify all signatures after submission.

Can I collect signatures electronically?
No. Signatures must be handwritten and accompanied by the required information.

What if a signature can’t be validated?
Only validated signatures count. We encourage candidates to collect a few extras (e.g., 22–25) and double-check each line before submitting:

· Every signer supplied a clearly printed name
· The service address is complete
· Only one person signed for each membership
· No duplicates appear

How do I submit my completed Board Candidacy Application packet?
Please visit https://delcowater.org/board-election-resources/, follow the instructions, and use the links to submit your completed packet. 

Interviews & Selection
What should I expect in the interview?
A structured conversation with the Nominating Committee covering:
· Governance knowledge
· Leadership experience
· Commitment to time requirements
· Understanding of Del-Co’s mission

How many candidates move forward to the ballot?
Up to two candidates per open seat. Not all applicants will be selected. Placement on the ballot is contingent upon meeting all established qualifications and the outcomes of the vetting process and Committee review.

Election & Service
How does voting occur?
Voting occurs in person at the Annual Meeting.

How long is the term?
Terms begin immediately following certification and typically last three years (or as defined by the Code of Regulations).

What is the time commitment?
Approximately 8–10 hours per month for meetings, reading materials, and occasional special sessions.

Are Board members paid?
Board members receive a salary in accordance with the Code of Regulations and Board Policy.
