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April 1, 2022 

Preliminary Finding of No Significant Impact 
To All Interested Citizens, Organizations, and Government Agencies 

Del-Co Water Company, Inc. – Delaware County 
Waldo Water Main Improvements 

Loan Number:  FS391397-0003 

The attached Environmental Assessment (EA) is for a Del-Co Water Company, Inc. drinking water 
infrastructure improvement project in the Village of Waldo which the Ohio Environmental Protection 
Agency intends to finance through its Water Supply Revolving Loan Account (WSRLA) below-market 
interest rate revolving loan program.  The EA describes the project, its costs, and expected 
environmental benefits.  We would appreciate receiving any comments you may have on the project. 
Making available this EA and seeking your comments fulfills Ohio EPA’s environmental review and 
public notice requirements for this loan program. 

Ohio EPA analyzes environmental effects of proposed projects as part of its WSRLA program review 
and approval process.  We have concluded that the proposed project should not result in significant 
adverse environmental impacts. More information can be obtained by contacting the person named 
at the end of the attached EA. 

Any comments on our preliminary determination should be sent to the email address of the contact 
named at the end of the EA.  We will not act on this project for 30 calendar days from the date of this 
notice.  In the absence of substantive comments during this period, our preliminary decision will 
become final.  After that, Del-Co Water Company, Inc. can then proceed with its application for the 
WSRLA loan. 

Sincerely, 

Kathleen Courtright, Assistant Chief  
Division of Environmental & Financial Assistance 

Attachment 

50 West Town Street • Suite 700 • P.O. Box 1049 • Columbus, OH 43216-1049 
epa.ohio.gov • (614) 644-3020 • (614) 644-3184 (fax) 
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ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 
 
 
 
Project Identification 
 
Project: Waldo Water Main Improvements   
 
Applicant:  Del-Co Water Company, Inc.  
  6658 Olentangy River Road 
  Delaware, OH 43015 
 
Loan Number: FS391397-0003 
 
 
Project Summary 
 
Del-Co Water Company, Inc. has requested funding from the Ohio Water Supply Revolving Loan 
Account (WSRLA) to finance the Waldo Water Main Improvements project in Waldo, Marion County, 
Ohio (Figure 1). This project is intended to provide a new water distribution system to replace 
existing aging private wells.  
 
History & Existing Conditions 
 
The Village of Waldo is located in southern Marion County near the county line with Delaware County. 
Currently, it has no existing centralized potable water system. Instead, residents and businesses 
obtain water through individual wells. Many of these wells were installed when homes in the village 
were built in the 1950’s. Without a centralized water system, fire flow is not available, which is not 
only a safety concern but also results in higher homeowner’s insurance rates.   
 
The Del-Co Water Company (Del-Co) service area includes all of Delaware County, and parts of seven 
other counties (Figure 3). The water company currently serves over 50,000 customers. Del-Co draws 
water from four sources: the Olentangy River, the Scioto River, Alum Creek Reservoir, and an aquifer 
located on Lucerne Road in Fredericktown, Ohio. Del-Co water treatment plants have a capacity of 
45.35 million gallons per day (MGD) and an average daily flow of 12 MGD. Peak demand in the 
summer is around 25 MGD. 
 
In 2005, the Village of Waldo was issued Final Findings and Orders by Ohio EPA regarding failing 
septic systems within the village. These on-site sewage systems were found to be discharging raw or 
partially treated sewage into a tributary of the Olentangy River. This resulted in the installation of a 
sanitary sewer system operated by the village. The residents currently draw water from individual 
wells located on the same lots as the former failing septic systems. Well testing has not occurred to 
determine the impact of the failing systems on the groundwater quality. Given that lot sizes are small 
and the soil makeup within the village is poorly draining, there is a clear public health incentive to 
switch from private wells to public water.  
 
Population and Flow Projections  
 
According to the 2010 Census, the population of Waldo is 339. The project’s general plan, completed 
by CT Consultants March 2021, shows static population trends through 2040.  

Figure 1. Marion County 
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Due to the expectation of no population growth, current water use was used to estimate how much 
flow a public water utility would need to provide. The general plan projects an average daily demand 
of 100,000 gallons per day (gpd).   
 
Alternatives 
 
Two alternatives were considered for this project: the installation of a village-owned and -operated 
water system, and the installation of a distribution system to connect to the existing Del-Co water 
system.   
 
The village-owned and -operated water system would include a water plant sized for 100,000 gpd 
with iron and manganese removal, two raw water wells that are each capable of producing 100,000 
gpd, a 250,000-gallon elevated water storage tank to provide 2.5 days demand in storage, and the 
associated distribution mains that would serve homes and businesses within the village limits. 
Ultimately this alternative was rejected due to higher financial, managerial, and operational costs to 
the village.  
 
Selected Alternative 
 
The selected alternative consists of supplying the Village of Waldo potable water from the existing 
12-inch water main at the border of Delaware County and Marion County owned by Del-Co. A new 
12-inch water main will be installed along Waldo Delaware Road to extend water service to the 
village. New water mains and water lines will be placed within road easements and rights-of-way to 
supply homes and businesses (Figure 2). New fire hydrants will also be added, spaced approximately 
500 feet apart. This new water distribution system will replace nine separate small public water 
systems and numerous private wells in Waldo.  
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Figure 2. Blue lines indicate where water lines will be constructed. 

Implementation 

Del-Co requested approximately $5,802,827 from the Ohio WSRLA for this project. They are 
eligible to receive up to $2,900,000 of WSRLA principal forgiveness, the loan portion that does not 
need to be repaid. The financing package also includes $2,500,000 of state infrastructure grant 
dollars. Any potential additional grant funding would decrease correspondingly the WSRLA loan 
amount. Del-Co qualifies for a 0% regionalization rate; assuming a 20-year loan, borrowing the 
balance of $402,827 at this rate could save Del-Co approximately $93,047 over the life of the 
loan compared to the current market rate of 2.11%.      

As the Village of Waldo does not currently have an existing centralized potable water system, the 
residents of Waldo do not have an average annual water bill. Under the new system, Del-Co charges 
a minimum amount for each water meter based on the size of the meter installed. There will not be 
an upfront tie-in cost for new customers, however there will likely be a monthly surcharge to cover 
project costs not covered by this loan. The current estimate for this surcharge is between $10 and 
$30.  
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The new average annual water bill for residents is estimated to be $450. This is 0.86% of the median 
household income (MHI: $52,500) and compares favorably to the Ohio average annual water bill, 
$697.  

Construction is scheduled to begin in July 2022 and to be completed in 15 months. 

Public Participation 

There have been multiple public meetings regarding the project and to sign up new customers. 
Initially the Village of Waldo had a referendum to make joining the new water system compulsory, 
but that plan was changed to make it voluntary.   

Ohio EPA is unaware of opposition to or controversy about the project. Ohio EPA will make a copy 
of this document available to the public on its web page  (https://epa.ohio.gov/divisions-and-
offices/environmental-financial-assistance/announcements) and will provide it on request to 
interested parties. 

Environmental Impacts 

The project has the potential to affect the following features, but the effects will be reduced or 
mitigated to acceptable levels as explained below.   

The project area in Marion County meets standards for the six regulated air pollutants (carbon 
monoxide, sulfur dioxide, nitrogen oxide, lead, particulate matter, and ozone). Construction will not 
add any significant air pollutants. Contractors will ensure fugitive dust is minimized during 
construction by applying water or other environmentally benign dust suppressants. The local air 
pollution contribution by construction vehicles will be temporary and similar to that of vehicles 
regularly transiting the construction area. For these reasons, the project should have no significant 
adverse short-term or long-term impacts on local air quality.  

The State Historic Preservation Office concurred with the review determination that this project will 
not cause a significant adverse effect to properties listed or eligible for listing in the National Register 
of Historic Places. In the event of archaeological finds during construction, Ohio Revised Code Section 
149.53 requires contractors and subcontractors to notify the State Historic Preservation Office of any 
archaeological discoveries in the project area, and to cooperate with the Office in archaeological and 
historic surveys and salvage efforts when appropriate. Work will not resume until a survey of the 
find and a determination of its value and effect has been made, and Ohio EPA authorizes work to 
continue. For these reasons, the project should have no significant adverse short-term or long-term 
impacts on archaeological and historical resources.  

This project includes several stream crossings, however aquatic habitat disturbance is not expected 
because the water lines will be installed using horizontal directional drilling rather than open cut. 
Beyond these stream crossings, no surface water resources are in the project disturbance area and 
the project involves no withdrawal from those.  

Water lines shall be constructed with a minimum depth of 48 inches to the top of the pipe. With such 
shallow excavation, any dewatering needed to place the pipes will likely have little to no impact on 
local private wells and their water supply. As such, overall impacts to groundwater resources are not 
expected.  

https://epa.ohio.gov/divisions-and-offices/environmental-financial-assistance/announcements
https://epa.ohio.gov/divisions-and-offices/environmental-financial-assistance/announcements
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No important terrestrial habitat is in the project disturbance area. Disturbed areas will be returned 
to pre-construction conditions upon completion of construction activities. No change in land use is 
expected as this project will mostly consist of underground construction. Impacts to endangered 
species are also not expected as tree removal is not intended to occur for this project and instead 
directional drilling underneath them will be used. As impacts to endangered species are not expected, 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife were not contacted for this project. Approximately 160 feet of 8-inch diameter 
water line will be trenched through an area of prime farmland. After the new water line is installed, 
the field will be returned to pre-construction conditions. Given this, along with the small area that 
will be disturbed in comparison to the amount of farmland in the immediate area, it has been 
determined that farmland protection will not be needed.  

A portion of the proposed project is within the regulatory floodplain. No above-ground buildings will 
be placed within the floodplain and underground infrastructure such as water lines are expected to 
have no adverse impact to the floodplain as they will be buried and result in no change in grade or 
elevation. The applicant will acquire a floodplain permit prior to starting construction activities.   

Construction noise will be locally audible and similar to that of farm equipment and other small 
machinery used in the local area. Construction will involve excavation in road easements and rights-
of-way. Temporary disruption to local traffic will be controlled by use of standard measures 
(barricades, detours, signs, barrels, flaggers) to ensure safety. Trenches will be covered or filled at 
the end of each workday to help protect public safety. After construction is complete and road 
surfaces replaced and lawns restored, local aesthetics will be little changed from pre-construction 
conditions. For these reasons, this project will result in no significant adverse short- or long-term 
impacts to noise, traffic, safety, or aesthetics are expected due to this project.  

This project will have some impact on the local economy, stemming from new monthly water bills 
for residents. While residents will not have to pay a fee to tie-in to the new system, there will be a 
monthly surcharge to cover project costs not covered by this loan. The current estimate for this 
surcharge is between $10 to $30. All Del-Co customers pay a minimum charge for each water meter 
based on the size of the meter installed, and a certain amount of water is included with this charge. 
Water used above the included amount is billed at a separate rate.  

There are a number of unaffected environmental features for this project because they are not in the 
project area. These include coastal zones, wetlands, wild and scenic rivers, safe drinking water, and 
sole source aquifers. Additionally, energy use is not considered as a major environmental factor for 
this project as no new facilities are being built, rather service lines from an existing facility are just 
being extended.    

Conclusion 

Based upon Ohio EPA’s review of the planning information and the materials presented in this 
Environmental Assessment, we have concluded that there will be no significant adverse impacts from 
the proposed project as it relates to the environmental features discussed previously.  This is because 
these features do not exist in the project area, the features exist but will not be adversely affected, or 
the impacts will be temporary and mitigated.   

The project will protect human health, safety, and property by providing potable water and fire flow 
to the Village of Waldo.  
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Contact information 
 
Anna Johnson  
Ohio EPA – DEFA – OFA  
P.O. Box 1049  
Columbus, OH 43215 
  
Anna.Johnson@epa.ohio.gov  
 
 

 
Figure 3. Waldo in relation to part of Del-Co’s service area.  
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